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From: Dr Sarah J Welch
Principal
2 September 2009

Dear Parents

I am very much enjoying welcoming pupils back to College and seeing plenty of new faces, including the recent Buchan leavers who are starting in Lower Fourth. I spoke to them this morning, which is their induction day, and was pleased to see them looking smart and enthusiastic—if a little nervous! I am sure they will soon settle in, make excellent progress in their academic work and enjoy all the opportunities here at College.

The Buchan, once again, had very impressive SATs results this year, about which Mrs Hedley has already informed you. Over the summer, we have been very pleased with the IB and GCSE results, too. 62 Upper Sixth pupils—a record number of candidates—took the IB examinations in May and all of them achieved full certification. The average score was 34 points, the A Level equivalent of which is two A grades and one B grade at A2 and 4 A grades at AS. Eleven pupils gained 40 or more points. These excellent scores have secured our leavers places on fine courses at UK and international universities and we wish them well for their future studies. The Upper Fifth also did themselves proud: of the 60 candidates who sat their GCSE examinations 95% gained 5 or more A*-C grades and 36% of all grades were either A or A*.

So that pupils can flourish both inside and outside the classroom, we have been continuing to improve our facilities both at the Buchan and at College. When I visited the Buchan today, I was delighted to see how well Westhill Cottage has been converted back to classrooms: music and drama now have a lovely home there. At College, construction of the Music School—the first phase of our Performing Arts Centre—is now underway. New tennis and netball courts adjacent to the all-weather pitch have been completed and maintenance work has been carried out on the sports hall. The new surface for the tennis and netball courts at the Buchan has also been finished, just in time for the start of term.

I look forward to visiting the Buchan regularly during the year and to meeting you at special events and functions. If you wish to make an appointment to see me or to visit College, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely
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